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II  Samuel,  ift  26th. 

I    AM    DISTRESSED    FOR    THEE — VERY    PLEASANT   HAST    THOU 
BEEN    UNTO    ME. 

r~F10    be  deprived   of  any  thing  agreeable,   caufes  painful 
■*-    fenfations  ;  but  to  be  bereaved  of  a  near  relative,   of  an 
intimate  acquaintance,  or  friend,  is  one  of  the  greateft  afflictions 
that  can  be  experienced. 

This  was  felt  in  a  very  fenfible  manner  by  David,  when 
Jonathan,  the  fon  of  Saul,  fell  in  battle  on  the  mountains  of 
■Gilboa.  He  was  nearly  related  to  David,  as  brother  of  his 
Wife — his  difpofition  appears  to  have  been  peculiarly  kind  :  his 
friendfhip  difinterefied  and  conftant.  How  much  David  was 
^affected  at  his  fall,  he  expreffes  in  an  elegy  compofed  on  the 
occafion  :  the  beauty  of  Israel  is  slain,  upon  thy  high  places  : 
How  are  the  mighty  fallen  ; — /  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother 
Jonathan  ;  very  pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me. 

There  are  other  cccafions  of  forrow,  ftmilar  to  that  of  Da- 
vid :  were  there  not,  his  exprcffions  would  not  be  recorded  ; 
for  all  fcripture  is  defigned  for — instruction  in  righteousness,  and 
'Ho  part  as  a  hiftory  of  private  forrow,  or  a  tribute  to  particular 
affection.  From  many  examples,  too,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
infh  uclions  of  this  fubjedt  are  of  a  general  nature,  fince  the  mod 
iniimateconneclionsare  often  diffolved,  and  perfons  are  lamented, 
as  gone,  who  were  moil  valuable  and  beloved.  Though  there 
arc  circumflantial  variations  from  the  cafe  of  David,  yet  forrow 
in  otuer  inilances  is  effcntially  the  fame.  Iv 


Ir  will -he  my  obje£i  to  illuftrate  this  truth  by  confideriag^ 
That  thofe  who  are  very  pleafant,  may  be  removed  by  death; 
and  that  an  event  of  this  kind  is  very  diflrefling :   I  mall  then, 
fugged  fame   arguments  of  confolation,  and  conclude  with  in- 
ferences fuited  to  a  particular  improvement  of  the  fubjecl:. 

In  illuflrating  the  firfl  article,  that  they  who  are  very 
pleafant  may  be  removed  by  death,  it  may  be  obferved" 

lft.  That  thofe  appear  pleafant,  who  are  viewed  in  the 

light  of  natural  relation.. 

.Affection  ever  denotes  fomething  agreeable  in  the  object 
of  it ;  for  where  there  is  nothing  agreeable,  or  beautiful,  there 
can  be  no  love. — Natural  affection  belongs  to  the  various  rela- 
tions of  life  ;  where  either  of  them  is  fuftained,  there  is  a  fenfe 
of  complacency ;  efpecially  where  the  connection  is  intimate. 
How  dear  to  each  other  are  thofe  in  the  conjugal  relation,  whofe 
interefls  are  the  fame,  and  whofe  "  beings  are  blended"  in  one 
common  fenfe  of  good  and  evil!'  How  gr«at  a  bleffing  is  a 
parent !  With  what  joy  and  confidence  does  the  child  look  up 
to  the  character  ;  thinking  that  it  comprifes  every  thing  exeeU 
lent,  and  is  willing  to  beftow  every  thing  valuable*  How  plea- 
fant to  the  parent,  is  the  countenance  cf  a  child  !'  What  fight 
more  adapted  to  interefl  every  tender  feeling,  as  well  as  to  foften 
every  care,  and  engage  the  mofl  unreferved  love  !' — It  is  very 
pleafant  to  behold  a  brother,  or  sister,  or  other  near  relative. 
The  fame  kind  of  love  is  exercifed  for  thofe  naturally  related 
to  us,  as  for  ourfelves. — They  are  like  ourfelves — are  parts  of 
that  whole  to  which  we  belong,  and  on  the  integrity  and  harr 
rnony  of  which  our  happinefs  depends.  When  any  of  them 
are  taken,  the  ftate  of  fociety  is  impaired — fomething  has  va- 
niihed^  which  was  contemplated  with  pleafure  ;  a  light  isex- 
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tinguiftied,  a  fource  of  enjoyment  has  failed.  As  in  the  natu- 
ral body,  when  one  of  the  members  fuffers,  all  the  members 
fufFer  with  it ;  fo  when  one  from  among  our  connections  is 
taken,  the  capacity  for  happinefs  in  thofe  which  are  left  is  di- 
minifhed,  and  by  one  bereavement,  the  whole  world  is  fome- 
times  rendered  a  dark  and  joylefs  fcene. 

2dly.  Some  deferve  the  character  of  pleafant,  from  their 
natural  difpofition. 

They  are  mild  and  complacent — -they  require  little  to  be 
done  for  themfelves  ;  but  are  willing  to  do  much  for  others. 
In  that  kind  obfervation,  by  which  they  become  acquainted 
with  the  circumftances  of  their  fellow  men,  they  feel  no  pro- 
penfity  to  expofe  and  aggravate  what  would  be  to  their  difad- 
-vantage.  It  is  natural  for  them  to  rejoice  with  the  profperous, 
and  fympathife  with  the  wretched,—  When  called  to  difficult 
fervices,  they  perform  them  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  and 
when  they  confer  important  obligations,  think  them  trifling. — 
They  have  a  faculty  of  difcerning,  in  what  way  things,  doubtful 
and  myfterious,  may  be  explained ;  and  in  fcenes,  difordered 
and  gloomy,  light  and  hope  may  be  introduced. 

Such  characters  are  very  rare.  They  are  great  bleffings  to 
their  families,  and  pleafing  to  all  their  acquaintances  ;  and 
when  removed  by  death,  the  event  is  truly  diftreffing. 

3dly.  Characters  are  pleafant,  when  influenced  by  friend- 
fhip  and  piety. 

TViendship  is  not  therefult  of  natural  relation,  nor  Is  it 
the  exercife  of  natural  affections.  It  is  different  from 
mere  good-nature,  or  kindnefs  of  difpofition. — Natural  af- 
Jections  relate    to    natural    objects,  as    diftinguifhed    from* 
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moral,  to  focial  relations,  and  to  worldly  interefls.  Friend- 
fhip  implies  a  regard  for  moral,  as  well  as  natural  good  :  for 
the  perfection  of  intellectual  exiftence  in  exercifes  and  en- 
joyments fuited  to  its  nature,  as  well  as  for  the  general  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  clefcriptions  of  creatures,  fo  far  as  is  confident  and 
poflible.  It  implies  a  regard  for  happinefs  to  eternity,  as 
well  as  in  time.  It  is  uniform  and  efficacious — influenced  by 
motives  which  are  invariable,  and  which  operate  in  adverlity 
as  well  as  profperity  :  and  it  includes  the  concurrence  of  eve- 
ry faculty  and  power  of  nature.. 

The  happinefs  of  a  man  may  be  confulted  in  one  refpect> 
and  an  injury  be  clone  to  him  in  another.  The  intereft  of  one 
m an  may  be  confulted,  and  others  be  opprefled— and  human 
inclinations  and  defires  may  be  confulted  in  violation  of  the 
divine  law,  and  in  neglect  of  the  divine  honor.  Thefe 
deviations  from  right  are  much  to  be  regretted,  and  fome  of 
them  cannot  be  too  much  condemned.  But  friendfhip,. 
feeks  with  the.  general  good,  the  greateft  benefit  of  its  par- 
ticular objects-  Its,  regard  for  the  character  of  God,  is 
iupreme— for  his  laws  inviolable,  for  mankind  impartial.  It 
is  interefted  for.  particular  characters,  on  principles  which 
would  induce  an  equal  regard  for  others,  were  they  poilefTed  of 
the  fame  qualities,  and  placed  in  the  fame  circumftances. — It 
is  the  fpirit  of  adoption,  in  which  thofe  who  are  fubjecls  of  it, 
call  God,  Father,  and  look  upon  each  other  as  brethren  and 
fillers- — and  in  which  they  wifh  to  promote  the  glory  of  QoDf 
their  own  mutual  benefit,  and  the  welfare  of  all  men. 

Piety  is  efTential  to  moral  excellence.  To  k°9c  God  is  the 
fitrft  and.  great  command.  He  is  an  object  of  love— <-of  benevo- 
lence, of  complacsncv;  ap.d  gratitude.     The  Igyfc  of  him  is  ne- 
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ceflary  to  a  comprehenfive  love  of  all  his  works — to  a  juft  love 
of  any  of  them.  Without  it  the  greateft  excellence,  and  that 
which  comprehends  all  excellence  is  difregarded — and  thus 
nothing  is  loved  as  excellent. 

This  temper  of  piety  and  friendfhfp  is  rarer  than  even  the 
profeffors  of  it.  It  is  the  greateft  ornament  of  which  the  cha- 
racter is  fufceptible.  The  good  which  it  produces  is  pure — the 
good  which  it  wifhes  may  be  produced,  is  boundlefs.  When 
it  ceafes  in  any  inftance  to  have  influence,  in  the  prefent  flate, 
it  is  a  public,  as  well  as  private  lofs ;  and  ought  deeply  to  be 
deplored. 

Those  pleafant,  and  ufeful,  and  beloved,  mud  die.  Death, 
as  King,  is  daily  exerting  his  power,  diflblving  intimate  con- 
nections, and  bringing  the  deareft  objects  to  the  grave.  Parents. 
and  children,  hufbands  and  wives,  brothers  and  fillers,  are  call- 
ed to  experience  his  influence.  Even  faints  muft  die  :  they 
are  strangers  on  earth:  they  dwell  in  bouses  of  clay.  Some  are 
called  to  die  in  the  early  part  of  life,  and  fome  in  a  fudden  man- 
ner ;  It  was  thus  with  the  brother  aud  friend  ®f  David ;  and  it 
is  thus  in  other  inftances. — It  was  remarked, 

Ildly.  That  forthofe  who  are  pleafant,  to  be  taken  away,  is 
diftrefnng. — It  is  fo, 

i.  If  we  confider  the  event  in  relation  to  them,  or  the  evil 
they  have  experienced.  In  being  brought  to  death,  they  nrffer- 
ed  much  affliction,  and  are  fubjects  of  a  great  change.  Their 
foul  is  feparated  from  their  body,  and  their  body  lies  in  a  ftate 
of  ruin,  incapable  of  performing,  or  enjoying  any  good.  They 
are  feparated  from  all  their  connections,  and  from  all  profpedts 
©f  ufefulnefs,  and  have  m  more  a  concern  in  any  thing  that  is 

B  done 


done  under  the  sun;     As  thefe  are  evils,  and  have  befallen  thofe 
in  whom  an  intereft  was  felt,  it  mufl  caufe  diftrefs  for  them. 

2.  There  is  reafan  for  diftrefs,  in  the  lofs  which  furvivors 
neceffarily  fuftain.  They  will  no  more  fee  them,  or' be  in  their 
company  :— will  not  find  them  in  the  houfe,  or  meet  them  a> 
broau •:— will  engage  with  them  in  no  domeftic  employment- 
will  no  more-  attend  with  them  in  any  religious  duties — 
will  not  repair  to  them  in  trouble — nor  hear  their  advice,  nor 
be  encouraged  by  their  prayers.  "  There  is  no  feparation 
among  friends,  like  that  which  is  made  by  death." — It  is  com- 
plete, extending  to  all  things,  and  as  to  time,  final. 

3.  For  characters  of  the  defcription  in  our  fubje£t  to  be  taken 
away  is  diltreffing,  as  none  of  the  expectations  formed  of  them 
can  be  fulfilled. 

There  was  a  profpe£t  that  the  friend  of  David  would  be 
eminently  ufeful :  that  he  would  be  next  the  King,  and  affift 
him  in  his  councils  and  administration ;  that  he  would  be  en- 
gaged with  him  in  the  labours,  and  fhare  with  him  in  the  blefT- 
ings  of  an  arduous,  but  profperous  government,  Thefe  hopes 
expired,  through  the  wounds  given  him  by  the  Philiflines — the 
influence  of  all  his  diftinguifhed  and  pleafing  qualifications 
ceafed  with  life. 

Of  each  one  beloved  as  a  friend,  it  is  natural  to  hope  that 
by  his  conduct;  he  will  recommend  himfelf  to  others  ; — and  of 
the  Chriftian  it  is  juft  to  expect,  that  he  will  be  extenfively  be- 
neficial, and  highly  efleemed.  But  at  death,  hopes  from  par- 
ticular characters  are  blafted  :  over  the  brightefl  of  profpects, 
the  veil  of  darknefs  is  drawn :  and  the  .event  cannot  be  contem- 
plated without  forrow* 

4.  This 


XI 

4«  The  Iofs  of  connexions  and  friends  is  difirefling,  as  it 
is  adapted  peculiarly  to  imprefs  us  with  our  own  frailty,  and 
the  uncertainty  and  vanity  of  all  worldly  enjoyments. 

In  them  we  have  a  folemn  example,  that  we  mull  die — that 
all  our  connections  and  acquaintances  muft  die — and  that  all 
fublunary  good  is  fading  and  tranfitory.  It  not  only  brings 
thefe  truths  into  view-,  but  caufes  a  very  lively  intereft  in  them, 
exemplifying  them  in  the  experience  ofthofe  who  were  dear  to 
us,  and  raoft  important  to  our  happinefs. — If  it  be  diftreffing 
to  lofe  one  connection,  or  friend,  how  afflictive  muft  it  be  to  re-, 
alize  that  all  mull  die  :  that  we  likewife  muft  make  our  bed  in 
darknefs,  no  more  to  behold  the  light,  orenjoyany  worldlygood! 

Yet  in  this  grief,  there  are  reafons  for  confolation ;  let  us 
briefly  attend  to  feveral  of  them. 

i.  When-  any  one  is  brought  to  death,  it  is  a  difpenfation  of 
God.  He  not  only  has  a  right  to  take  whom  he  pleafes,  but  in 
the  jdifpenfation  exercifes  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs.— That 
which  is  his  right,  none  can  difpute  ;  and  an  event,  which  is  ex- 
preflive  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  none  can  confidently 
wifh  to  reverfe.  An  event  of  this  kind  is  connected  with  much 
not  only  to  employ  the  mind,  but  fubdue  the  will,  and  confole 
the  heart. 

2.  A  friend  in  dying  is  taken  from  an  evil  world— from 
a  ftate  of  frailty,  of  temptation  and  forrow  :  he  never  experi-, 
cnced,  and  had  he  lived,  could  not  have  attained  perfect  happi- 
nefs. He  was  often  dtiTatisfied  with  his  character— failed  of 
accomplifhing  his  intentions,  and  appeared  to  himfelf  to  live 
aim  oft  in  vain  :  and  this,  had  life  been  continued,  would  have 
continued  to  be  his  experience  and  complaint.  He  would 
have  met  with  many  more  temptations — would  daily  have  fall- 
en 
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en  into  fin,  and  endured  much  forrow.     Thefe  are  efcaped  by 
his  being  brought  to  the  grave. 

3dly.  The  death  of  thofe  efteemed  maybe  ufeful,  as  well  as 
their  lives.  As  fome  graces  are  promoted  more  by  adverfity 
than  profperity  ;  fo  the  death  of  friends  may  be  inftrumental 
of  benefits,  which  could  not  otherwife  be  produced.  In  being 
animpreifive  example  of  the  frailty  of  life,  of  the  vanity  of  man 
as  an  object  of  hope  and  dependence,  they  may  be  very  ufeful. 
This  inftruclion  is  neceflary  to  true  wifdom,  and  often  the  be- 
ginning ©f  it,  They  may  likewife  give  an  example  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  principles  of  the  Gofpel,  to  fupport  the  mind  in  the 
hour  of  affliction  and  death ;  conftituting  a  light,  when  the  fun 
becomes  dark,  and  a  fubftantial  portion,  when  all  terreflrial 
enjoyments  vaniih  as  a  lhadow. 

4.  There  is  confolation  when  believers  die,  as  they  have 
obtained  the  vidtory  over  fin  and  evil,  and  reft  from  their  labors. 

In  -that  event,  which  to  the  wicked  is  exprefiive  of  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  Gon,  and  a  prelude  to  endlefs  ruin,  faints  have  a 
fenfe  of  pardoned  guilt,  and  a  well-rounded  hope,  and  real 
profpe£t  of  complete  bleflednefs.  When  they  die,  they  ileep 
in  Chrift.  Their  bodies  reft  under  his  care  and  blefling,  and 
are  myftically  united  to  him,  though  in  the  duft.  Their  fouls 
go  to  his  prefence,  to  behold  his  glory,  and  enjoy  his  love.-— 
Their  works,  when  their  influence  in  the  world  ihall  be  ac- 
complilhed,  ihall  follow  them,  and  with  their  accumulated 
fruits,  be  a  crown  of  reward. — They  reft  and  rejoice  in  hope 
of  that  blefTed  feafon,  when  Chrift,  their  life,  lhall  appear,  and 
they  lhall  awake  in  his  likenefs,  and  appear  with  him  in  glory  ; 
— when,  perfected  in  every  endowment  and  virtue,  they  ihall, 
with  all  the  faithful,  form  a  bleffed  a«id  glorious   fociety,  of 
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which  Chrift  will  be  the  head,  and  which  will   partake   of 
that  fullness  of  joy,  which  is  in  the  divine  presence  forever  ! 

In  Improving  the  fubjeet,  we  may 

I.  Infer  our  obligations  to  God  for  relations  and  friends 
- — We  have  daily  teftimonies  of  their  worth. — Were  they  noc 
great  bleffings,  we  fhould  not  be  fo  much  diitrefied,  when  they 
are  taken  from  us.  As  the  value  of  life  may  be  argued  from 
the  dread  of  death,  fo  we  may  learn  the  value  of  friends,  from 
-the  affliction  of  being  deprived  of  them.  In  the  grief  of  be- 
reavement, we  ought  to  realize  our  obligation  to  God  for  friends; 
and  to  blefs  him  for  thofe  which  we  have  enjoyed,  and  for 
thofe  with  which  we  are  yet  favoured. 

i.  We  may  infer,  from  the  fubjeet,  the  manner  in  which 
we  ought  to  live  with  our  friends  :  as  frail,  in  relation  to  the 
prefent  Hate;  but  immortal,  in  relation  to  that  which  is  to 
come.  We  fhould  not  depend  on  their  long  continuance  : 
nor  chiefly  feek  for  them  worldly  accomplifhments,  or  defire 
for  them  worldly  happinefs ;  but,  fhould  live  as  heirs  of  the 
grace  of  life ; — in  the  exercife  of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God, 
and  in  the  practice  of  every  good  work. 

3.  We  learn,  that  this  is  necefTarily  a  ftate  of  forrow.  All 
have  experienced  bereavements.  Earth  is  often  deprived  of 
its  bed  characters ;  the  church  of  its  brighten  ornaments  : 
wherever  we  look  for  fociety,  vve  find  it  imperfect :  mutilated 
by  death,  as  well  as  affected  with  iin.  So  long  as  a  fenfe, 
either  of  natural,  or  moral  evil  remains,  the  world  mufl  be  a 
flate  of  affliction. 

4.  We  learn  our  obligations  to  God,  for  the  comfort  he 
h«ath  provided  for  us  in  our  forrows. — There  is  no  evil,  undo; 
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\  ich  we  may  not  have  confolation.  Let  us  not  refufe  it,  ui> 
cier  the  greateft  evils,  which  we  are  called  to  bear. — Let  us 
confider,  that  in  the  removal  of  our  friends,  we  ought  to  acqui- 
efce,  as  it  is  a  difpenfation  of  God,  in  which  he  not  only  ex- 
preffes  fovereignty,  but  exer.cifes  infinite  vvifdom  and  gaod- 
xiefs :  Let  us  confider,  that  they  are  taken  from  a  ftate,  in 
which  there  is  much  fin,  and  much  forrow. 

Let  us  learn,  from  their  experience,  our  own  frailty;  the 
uncertainty  of  all  worldly  .connections  and  enjoyments,  and 
the  reality  and  neceflity  of  Religion. 

Let  us  confider,  that  our  Chrillian  friends,  rest  from  their 
labours,  and  are  blessed ; — that  they  are  prefent  with  the  Lord, 
and  mall  receive  the  fruit  of  all  their  fervices  and  fufferings  ; 
and  that  we,  if  faithful,  mall  rejoice  with  them,  in  realms  ©f 
peace  and  blelTednefs. 

The  eonfolattons  of  our  fubject,  apply  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, to  thofe  who  mourn  under  a  late  flroke  of  Divine  Provi- 
d  nee.  With  propriety  may  they  be  diftreffed  for  their  deceas- 
ed friend,  in  the  various  refpe&s  which  have  been  mentioned. 
Jrhe  mult  appear  pleafant,  as  fhe  fuftained  a  near  relation  in 
nature  to  many  :  fhe  was  pleafant  in  her  difpofition.  In  all 
things,  and  from  a  child,  fhe  was  dutiful  to  her  parents;-— 
ftudious  to  benefit  and  pleafe  them  :  me  was  peaceable  and 
alT-ctionate  to  her  brothers  and  fillers  ;  and  to  all  her  connec- 
tions and  friends,  fhe  was  inoffenfive  and  kind.  She  was 
peculiarly  exemplary,  as  a  ChrifHan— rational,  fmcere,  and 
uniform  ;  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the 
hord  in  a  blameless  manner  ; — a  friend  to  the  fcriptures,  which 
$he  daily  read  ; — a  friend  to  the  Sabbath,  which  it  was  her  care 
and  delight  to  fa  notify ; — a  friend  to  the  public  worfhip  of 
£*©JV  on  which  me  regularly,  and  with  the  greateft  perfever- 
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ance,  attended.  She  was  a  friend  to  our  quarterly-meetings 
for  prayer,  to  our  conferences,  and  to  every  thing  in  which 
religion  is  expreffed,  or  by  which  it  may  be  promoted.  She 
was  a  friend  to  the  doctrines  maintained  in  this  church,  and 
to  all  its  interefts :— and  in  reliance  on  God,  and  in  humble 
hope  in  his  mercy,  me  endured,  without  difmay,  the  diftreffes 
of  a  rapid  ficknefs,  and  came  off  more  than  a  conquerer,  over 
the  laft  enemy. 

Such  characters,  whatever  their  external  circumftances  may 
be,  are  fupports  of  fociety,  and  ornaments  to  the  church, — ■ 
They  are  means  of  promoting  the  glory  of  God,  by  proving 
the  efficacy  of  his  grace  ; — by  recommending  the  principles 
and  practice  of  religion  ;  and  by  encouraging  its  miniflers, 
mewing  that  they  do  not  labour  in  vain  :  for  furely,  in  fuch. 
inftances,  the  Lord  hath  commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for* 
ever. 

Her  connections,  and  all  her  acquaintances  ;  but  efpecially 
her  Chriftian  friends,  muft  feel  her  lofs ;  for  fhe  was  much, 
and  very  juftly  endeared  to  them,  and  they  mall  fee  her  in  this 
world  no  more.  May  God  blefs  her  example,  both  in  life 
and  in  death  :  and  grant  that,  after  the  various  trials  and  for* 
rowful  feparations  of  the  prefent  ft  ate,  we  may  meet  each 
other,  and  all  the  faithful,  in  heavenly  light  and  bleflednefs, 
through  Jefus  Chrifl. 

AMEN. 


APPENDIX. 

A  BIGAIL  POTTER,  was  daughter  of  William  and  Abu 
<*-*"  gail  Potter.  Her  grand-father,  by  her  mother,  was  Na- 
shua Sayer,  a  native  of  Deal,  in  Fngland,  who,  in  early  life, 
joined  the  Church  under  the  care  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Evans: 
and  at  the  age  of  about  30  years  came  t©  Newport,  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church.  After 
communing  in  this  connection  for  15  years,  he  was  unanimous- 
ly chofen  Deacon,  in  which  office  he  continued  till  his  death. 

His  family  was  numerous,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  chil- 
dren became  profeflbrs  of  religion,  who,  with  the  profefTors  in 
their  own  families,  form  a  larger  proportion  of  the  church,  than 
perhaps  the  connections  of  any  other  family  in  the  town,  if  not 
in  the  State.. 

Abigail  Potter  was  born  September  24th,  A.  D.  1764, 
— In  the  opinion  of  fome  of  her  friends,  fhe  was  endued 
with  grace  in  a  very  early  feafon.  From  her  firft  being  able 
to  read,  fhe  delighted  in  the  facred  Scriptures.  She  appeared 
pleafed  with  their  principles  as  well  as  hiflory,  and  to  have  im- 
bibed their  fpirit,  being  ftri£tly  confeientious  and  exemplary 
in  her  converfation  and  deportment. 

At  the  age  of  18  or  19,  fhe  experienced  a  very  diftrefling 
defpondence  ;  which  in  a  degree  impaired  her  judgment,  and 
difqualified  her  for  the  duties  of  life.  This  continued  about 
nine  months.  She  then  became  calm,  and  was  intent  on  di- 
vine fubje&s,  conflantly  enquiring  into  things  of  a  religious 
nature.  G  About 
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About  four  years  after,  fhe  relapfed  into  a  fimilar  diftreis,  in. 
which  fhe  continued  longer  than  in  the  former  inflance  randfor 
much  of  the  time  was  not  able  to  purfue  any  employment  in  the 
day,  or  to  enjoyreft  in  thenight:  and  could  notjudge  of  thofegof- 
pel  truths  and  confolations,  which  related  to  her  cafe. — After 
many  months,  either  from  a  crifis  in  her  diforder,  or  fome  gra- 
cious interpofition  of  God,  but  not,  as  could  be  known,  in 
confequence  of  any  inflruction,  flie  fuddenly  manifefted  her 
■ufual  discretion  and  calmnefs — light  and  peace  were  reflored 
to  her — and  in  this  happy  {late  fhe  continued  till  the  clofe  of  life. 

Her  lafl  ficknefs  was  a  nervous  fever.  She  was  not  ap- 
prehended to  be  in  danger,  till  within  a  few  days  of  her  deceafe. 
When  acquainted  with  it,  flie  appeared  much  folemnized,  but 
not  alarmed.  She  fpake,  in  a  very  flriking  manner,  of  her 
unworthinefs  ;  but  faid,  fhe  "  knew  that  her  heavenly  Father 
would  take  her  in  his  arms,  and  bellow  upon  her  greater  blcff- 
ings  than  could  be  enjoyed  on  earth,  or  than  could  be  conceiv- 
ed.— She  obferved,  after  the  Sabbath,  that  it  was  "  very  plea- 
fant  on  that  day,  when  confined  from  public  worfhip,  and  on  a 
bed  of  ficknefs,  to  contemplate  Chrift  arifing  from  the  dead, 
and  triumphing  over  all  the  powers  of  darknefs."  She  further 
obferved,  "  We  read  in  fcripture,  that  God  hath  put  all  things 
in  subjection  under  the  fe§t  of  Christ,  including  things  in  Heaven 
and  on  earth.  O  how  fatisfadlory  to  confider,  that  all  things 
are  fubje&ed  to  him !  Were  but  one  excepted,  a  link,  as  it 
were,  would  be  taken,  and  the  glorious  chain  broken  and  ruin- 
ed." 

She  experienced  but  few  changes  in  her  external  flats  :  the 
courfe  of  her  life,  in  this  fenfe,  was  remarkably  uniform. — And 
her  temper  generally  correfponded  to  it,  being  equable,  dili- 
gent, and  faithful.     As  a  fpecimen  of  her  habitual  excrcifes, 
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and  not  as  communicating  any  thing  unufual,  the  following 
felections,  from  feveral  of  her  letters,  are  prefcnted  to  the 
reader  : — 


M  «» : 


LETTER,    Ko.  i.     ' 

My  Dear  Cousin, 
The   all-wife  Governor  of  the  univerfe  has  feen  fit,  in  his 
holy  Providence,  to  call  you  again  to  experience  his  afflicting 
hand  in  removing  another  of  your  Brothers  by  death.     I  think 
it  a  duty  to  fympathize  with  you,  and  hope  we  fhall  exercife  a 
true  fubmiffion  to  the  righteous  will  of  the  moll  High.     In  this 
world  we  are  in  a  ftate  of  trial,  expofed  not  only  to  every  natu- 
ral evil,  to  loffes  and  difappointments  ;  but  there  are  a  variety  of 
delufive  objects,  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  the  evil propenfi ties 
of  our  own  hearts  to  overcome  :  and  in  ourfelves  we  are  feeble 
andhelplefs,    Where,  then,  can  we  look  for  fupport,  but  to  that 
almighty  and  merciful  Saviour,  who  has  invited  us  "  to  come 
to  him"  and  "  to  call  all  our  burthens  on  his  gracious  arm."" 
Have  we    any   doubts     that  he    is  willing  to    receive  us    I 
Let  us    confider   the    proof  of  his   love,    in  his  firfl  giving 
himfelf  for  us — and  in  his  carrying  on  the  work  of  redemption* 
He  has  purchafed  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  operate/ 
on  the  hearts  of  his  people,  without  which  all  outward  means 
would  be  of  nofaving  benefit.     He  not  only  accompanies  his 
written  and  preached  word  with  this  ineflimable  bleffing,  but  by 
it,  renders  the  difpenfations  of  his  Providence,    even  the  moll 
afflictive,  fubfervient  to  his  peoples'  bed  good. 

I  hope,  my  dear  Coufin,  we  fhall  wifely  confider  the  prefent 
afflictive  event,  and  improve  it  to  the  important  purpofes  for 
which  it  iafent.    If  we  are  faithful,  the  fhort  time  allotted  us  in 
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this  probationary  ftate,  we  mall  triumph  over  every  evil,  and 
ihall  reft  in  that  -world  where  there  is  no  forrow,  for  there 
is  no  fin,  andfhall  join  with  the  holy  Angels,  and  all  the  ran- 
fomed  of  the  Lord  in  celebrating  the  praifes  of  rede  tming  love, 
not  for  a  few  years,  but  for  a  boundlefs,  a  never  ending  eternity. 

LETTER,    No.  2. 
Religion  is  not  only  calculated  to  fupport  and  confole  the 
mind  in  affliction,  but  is  the  only  fource  of  real  andlafling  hap- 
pinefs  in  every  circumflance  in  life.     Mankind  have  naturally 
a  defire  of  happinefs,  and  are  conftantly  influenced  by  it,  how- 
ever different  their  practices,  or  how  deluded  fo  ever  fome  may 
be  in  expecting  to  find  folid  fatisfaction  in  the  enjoyments  of 
the  world.     Is  it  not  the  language  of  the  moft  pious  and  wifefl 
of  men,  that  Religion  only  can  afford  happinefs  to  the  rational 
mind.     It  is  true  we  ought  not  to  be  influenced  in  the  choice 
of  religion, merely  by  a  defire  of  our  own  happinefs  ;  where  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  perfon  is  not  only  deflitute  ol  the  firfl  principles 
©f  chriflianity,  but  directly  oppoieclto  them.   Jtis  neceffary  to  the 
faithful  difcharge   of  duty   that  we  aft  from   right  principles, 
that  we  efteem  beings  according  to  their  real  worth,  confequent- 
ly  our  fupreme  affection  will   be  placed  on  God.     If  our  mo- 
tives   be    right,    we    fhaU  love   him  fupremely.   Hot   becaufe 
he    is  kind  ard  good  to    us,    and  we  are  dependent   on    him 
for  all   we    enjoy    and  hope,  but  becaufe  he  is  infinitely  excel- 
lent in  himfelf,  pofieffed  of  eveo'  poifbic  perfection,  »'in  which 
view  only,  he  can  be  an  object  of  fupreme    love."     The  fame 
principle,  fo  far  as  we  are  aftuated  by  it,  will  lead  us  to  a  juft 
regard  to  our  neighbour  and  to  do  to  others  as  we  would  they 
ihould  do  to  us.     it  will  lead  us  to  avoid  all  fin,   and  comply 
with  every  duty  ;  to  be  grateful  for  every  mercy  and  patiently 
fubmifTive  Uv.der  every  affliction  and  disappointment,  and  to  i'dy 
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with  our  blcfTcd  Saviour,  "  Father  glorify  thy  name  :   not  my 
will,  but  thine  be  done."       This  is  the  temper  which  all   holy 
and  rightly  diipofed    beings    exercife,    and  fo  far    as  we  are 
righteous    we  mall  difcover  the  fame  difpofition,  "  the  fame 
mind    will  be   in   us,   that  was   in    Chrilt  jefus."      We   fhall 
love    the    divine    law    as    holy,    juft  and  good,   and  behold 
it    atranfcript     of  the  moral    perfection   of  the    Deity:    and 
the  Redeemer  will  appear  glorious  and    amiable,   not  only  as 
our  deliverer  from  everlafting  puniihment;butlikewife  in  vindi- 
cating the  juftice  of  God,  by  fupporting  and  magnifying  that  law 
which  condemns  us   for  every  tranfgrefiion. — Is  not  every  ra- 
tional creature  under  the  higheft  obligations  to  love,   ferve  and 
obeytheCreator  ?  efpecially  are  not  thofewhomhe  hasbeenatthe 
infinite  expence  to  redeem  with  the  blood  of  his  own  Son  ?    in 
the  gofpel  difpenfation,  all  the  divine  perfections  are  manifefted 
in  the  moft  aftoniihing  manner. — Here  are  the  moll  wonderful 
difplays,    not   only    of   the  love  and  mercy  of  God,   but  of 
his  juftice,  his  purity,  his  hatred  of  fin.      Every  divine  attribute 
is  harmonized,   and  fhines  forth  in  the  brighteft   and  moil  re- 
fplendent  luftrc.      Well  might  the  Angels  fmg,   at  the  birth  of 
the  Saviour, '    Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will     toward     men."        Js    it   not    of   the   higheft   im- 
portance, that  we  attend  with  diligence  to  thefe  things,  that  we 
make  them  the  chief  object  of  our  purfait,    and  refolve,  by  the 
grace  of  God  amfting,  that  we  will  ferve  him  in  fmcerity  ?  la 
this  way,  and  in  this  only,  mall  we  glorify  God,  be  faithful  in  the 
difcharge  of  our  duty  to  each  other,  and  in  this  way  we  mall  be 
fubjeds  of  ahappinefs  that  lhall  leave  nowifhungratified,  and  will 
never,  never  have  an  end.   May  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant, 
that  while  J  hope  1  am  fincere,  in  endeavouring  to  recommend 
religion  to  others,   I  may  not  be  deceived,  and  deftitutc  of  it 
Uayfelf ;  but  that  I  may  obtain  mercy  of  ths  Lord  to  be  found 
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faithful,  and  be  wafhed  from  all  my  lins  in  that  blood  that  is 
Sufficient,  not  only  to  cleanfe  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Je- 
rufalem,  but  all  the  world  of  mankind,  if  they  would  apply  to 
it,  and  at  laft  be  made  a  conquerer,  and  more  than  a  conquerer, 
through  him  that  has  loved  us,  and  given  himfelf  for  us. 


LETTER,    No.  3. 

As  things  are  circumftanced,  it  is  probable  we  mail  never 
have  much  opportunity  of  converfing  with  each  other  ;  and, 
perhaps,  fhall  never  fee  each  other's  faces,  in  this  world  :  but 
I  hope  we  ihall  meet  in  a  happier  ft  ate,  where  no  poffible  fepa- 
ration  can  take  place  ;  but  where  all  the  faithful  lhall  be  tranf- 
formed  into  the  image  of  their  glorious  Redeemer,  lhall  behold 
the  unclouded  light  of  his  countenance,  and  join  in  celebrating 
his  praifes  for  a  never-ending  Eternity.  This  we  are  allured 
in  fcripture  will  be  the  happy  ftate  of  all  the  real  friends  of 
Chrift.  Though,  as  there  are  different  attainments  in  grace, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  there  will  be  different  degrees  ©£' 
glory ;  yet  each  one  will  poffefs  a  happinefs,  of  which,  at  pre- 
ient,  we  can  form  no  adequate  conception..  To  this  ftate  of 
bleffednefs,  fhall  every  individual,  that  excrcifes  any  degree 
of  true  faith  in  Chrift,  be  brought.  The  weakeft  are  as  truly 
united  to  Chrift,  as  thofe  moft  eminent  in  grace.  The  faith 
they  exercife  is  of  the  fame  kind,  though  not  of  the  fame 
ftrength. — Chrift  is  made  of  God  to  all  believers,  Wifdom, 
Kighteoufnefs,  San£tification,  and  Redemption.  But  redemp- 
tion is  not  compleat  in  this  life.  The  beft  are  fanctified,  but 
in  part.  They  have  their  remaining  corruptions  ;  a  body  of  fin 
in  them,  from  which  they  fhall  not  be  entirely  releafed,  till 
this  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality,  then  their  redemption 
■will  be  compleat  %    and,  I  believe,  if  we  are  fo  happy  as  to 
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-arrive  fafely  to  Heaven,  we  fha.ll  feel,  in  a  higher  fenfe  than  is 
poflible  in  the  prefent  life,  what  is  exprefied  in  the  124th 
Pfalm,  Our  soul  is  escaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  snare  of  the 
fowler  ;  the  snare  is  broken,  and  we  are  escaped.  Our  help  is 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  Heaven  and  earth.  Then 
we  ihall  look  back  upon  the  dangers  we  have  efcaped,  and  re- 
alize, that  it  is  by  grace  we  are  saved  ;  and  lhall  fay,  "  Not 
to  ourfelves,  but  to  thy  name,  O  Lord,  be  all  the  glory." 


LETTER,  No.  4. 
Thf  prefent  is  a  time  whe|,  religion  is  much  oppofed.  Its 
enemies  are  exerting  their  power  to  the  utmofl,  to  extirpate  it 
from  the  earth;  and  it  is  of  importance  that  all  who  are  friendly 
to  the  Redeemer  fhould  confider,  not  only  the  neceffity  of  ex- 
ercifing  faith  in  him,  but  the  duty  of  making  a  public  profeffion 
of  religion,  and  attending  on  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
It  is  the  command  of  Chriit,  refpe£ting  the  infiitution,  "  this  do 
in  remembrance  of  me,"  and  though  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  many  will  be  found  among  the  real  friends  of  Chrift,  who 
never  openly  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and  profeffed  his  name  before 
the  world,  while  many,  who  made  the  -higheft  profeffions  will 
be  rejected  and  difowri'ed,  yet  this  ought  not  to  excufe,  or  dif- 
courage  any  one  who  has  experienced  that  change  of  heart 
which  is  necelfary.  in  order  that  any  duty  may  be  difcharged  to 
the  divine  acceptance. 

It  is  not  effential  that  we  know  when  this  change  took  place, 
but  we  are  to  judge  of  our  ftate  by  the  evidences  of  grace  that 
we  find  in  our  hearts  ;  and  if  we  cannot  with  Peter,  appeal  to 
the  fearcher  of  hearts,  and  fay,  "  Lord,  thou  who  knowest  all 
things,  knowest  that  Hove  thee,"  yet  if  we  fee  the  moral  evil  of 
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fin,  feci  it  to  be  a  burthen,  and  fine e rely  de fire  to  be  delivered 
from  the  power  and  dominion  of  it,  as  well  as  from  its  ruinous 
eonfequences,  there  is  evidence  that  our  hearts  are  renewed ; 
for  fuch  exercifes  are  not  confident  with  the  governing  influ- 
ence of  a  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  againft  God  ;  which  is 
the  character  of  every  one  by  nature.  Let  us  not,  then,  be 
difcouraged,  though  in  ourfelves  we  are  infinitely  unworthy 
and  ill-deferving  ;  but  let  us  confider  the  riches  of  that  grace, 
which  brings  thofe,  who  might  juflly  fuffer  the  righteous  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  Moil  High,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  renders  them  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ. — 
Let  us  put  our  trufl;  in  the  Omnipotent  Redeemer,  who  has 
vanquimed  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  will  lead  all  whotruft 
in  him,  to  a  compleat  and  final  victory,  over  all  their  enemies. 
He  has  been  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  He 
ices  the  mod  fecret  exercifes  of  our  hearts,  and  knows  all  our 
conflicts  with  in-dwelling  fin,  and  has  promifed  his  grace  shall 
be  sufficient  jor  us.  Let  us,  then,  in  a  fincere  dependence  on 
that  grace,  refoive,  that  we  will  keep  all  his  commands ;  and 
may  God  enable  us,  to  place  our  whole  dependence  on  him, 
and  grant  that  we  may' continue  to  the  end,  to  the  glory  of  his. 
grace,  in  Chrift  Jefus. 


